iver Area of Concern

and revitalize the community

St. Louis River Alliance

Restoring Piping Plover Habitat

Purpose
e Restore nesting habitat for the endangered piping plover.

e Address the Degraded Fish and Wildlife Populations Impairment in the St. Louis River
Area of Concern.

Piping plovers were added to Wisconsin’s endangered species list in 1979, and listed as
federally endangered in 1986. They became endangered due to:
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e habitat loss,
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Status

The project design creates ~14 acres of open
sand and cobble beach suitable for piping
plover nesting and foraging habitat.

The beach will be constructed with clean sand
available in the Duluth-Superior Harbor, which
needs to be dredged to improve commercial
shipping navigation. This is a good opportunity
to beneficially use dredge material to restore
habitat for an endangered species. The clean
dredge material will be placed to:

e extend the existing shoreline and stabilize
the slope from erosion,

widen the existing spit to encourage long-
term connectivity, and
create new beach between the existing spit

and the tern nesting crib to provide nesting
habitat.

Other proposed project features include cobble
placement to enhance habitat, native dune
grass restoration and a fence upgrade to deter
predators. A long term habitat management
plan will also be developed to maintain suitable
nesting habitat.

Design was completed in winter of 2018, with
construction planned for summer/fall of 2019.

Partners
City of Superior

Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
St. Louis River Alliance

LU L Office of Great Waters

Other Potential Project Features:

- Cobble Placement on Beach

- Dune Grass Planting

- Fence Upgrade to Deter Predators
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To Learn More
Visit http://dnr.wi.gov, search “St. Louis River AOC.”

ish and Wildlife Service: https:
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For more information, contact:
Cherie Hagen, Lake Superior Supervisor

" February 2019
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